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Shotgun Notes

Winchester Announcement of a Double Shotgun, Model 21

AM giving in the following paragraphs

the Winchester announcement of their
new double gun. They say, to begin with,
“No better pun at any price—a light gun for
feavy loads” Then:

“Here is an American-made double gun
bearing the Winchester proof mark; a gun
the lover of fine arms will appreciate. This
iz the only pgun manufactured in America
which is made from materials developed,
specified, and tested in the makers’ own
highly organized laboratories; and which, be-
fore being offered for sale, is required to
endure tests as great and searching as are
applied to Winchester repeating shotguns,

“Tue Frame of the Winchester double
gun is made, not of the wsual case-hardened
material, but of Winchester proof steel,
treated to have a tensile strength of over 90
tons per square inch. It will show no evi-
dence of vielding at the breech after a life-
time of shooting with the heaviest modern
loads.

“LockiNc  BoLT  SYSTEM: There is
a widespread belief that when a double gun
is fired the locking device is subject to a
heavy strain. In a properly constructed gun
thiz is not =0. In proof of this we have
fired heavy loads in the Winchester gun
with the locking boht removed, the barrels
being held down by the hand alone. With
a frame as strong and well designed as the
Winchester frame, a single sturdy locking
bolt is amply sufficient. No top lock being
necessary on the Winchester double gun, we

are able to leave off all rearward projections

on the hreech of the hbarrels which inter-
fere with the easy loading or remowal of
the shells.

“Lockmyc Borr: Iz a single longi-
tudinally sliding wedge-action bolt, housed
immediately beneath the breech face of the
frame, and wedging inte a cut in the rear
face of the barrel lug, which forces down
the breech of the barrels firmly on the frame
table under the stress of the ample, coiled
bolt spring, but is so designed that it can
neither stick nor permit the breech to open.

“As ordinarily constructed, a bolt having
an incline sufficiently steep to prevent stick-
ing wili jar loose under heavy loads, and if
made with an incline so oblique as not to
jar loose, will stick. To overcome this,
Winchester uses a stop screw, located in the
locking cut of the barrel lug, and easily ac-
cessible when the gun is opened, which limits
the travel of the locking bolt, thereby pre-
venting sticking, and which =-~-=~ire adjust-
ment after long use to take up any trivial
looseness due to wear.

“Barrers: Each barrel, with its  half
lug, is a single integral mass forged from
one billet of Winchester proof steel, treated
to have a tensile strength of 115,000 pounds
per square inch, bored and finished with the
precision for which Winchester has always
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been famous. Scientific methods, developed
by Winchester experience and skill, maintain
an unusual uniformity of barrel-wall thick-
ness. The barrels are dovetailed together in
a mechanical interlock, which iz far superior
to brazing or any other union, for there is
no distortion or destruction of the temper
and strength of the barrel metal by the
terrific heat of brazing. The two half lugs
thus wunited form the locking lug of the
barrel unit. Thus the locking bolt acts di-
rectly on the barrels themselves.

“Tor Ris: The hollow matted top nb
fits tightly over an upward projecting lug
integral with the barrels at the rear, thus
greatly strengthening the attachment of the
top rib and permitting it to be one continu-
ous piece from breech to muzzle.

“Bargel Stop: In the forward part of
the barrel lug is a floating barrel stop. This
is the member that prevents the breech from
opening too far. When the breech i=s opened,
thi= floating stop tilts and rotates slightly as
it reaches the stop shoulders of the frame,
so that the surfaces always meet evenly.
Thus no excessive wear can be thrown on
any narrow surface or edge, mor can any
bruising or battering, due to viclent opening,
take place. The barrel stop is practically
unbreakable, thus avoiding the weak point
in the structure of most breakdown guns.

“Tor LEvEr: In the Winchester double
gun there is a niche cut into the face of
the standing breech to expose the upper end
of the bolt catch when the barrels are re-
moved, and a simple pressure will push the
bolt catch down, allowing the top lever to
swing back to a central position.

“Stock axp Fore Enp are made of
selected black walnut. The stock, in addi-
tion to the regular mode of fastening to the
frame, has two unusually broad, deep, and
thick temons, which support it rigidly and
independently, thus preventing accidental
splitting or loosening.

“Fore-Exp UNIT is attached to the
barrel by the usual flexible retainer, whoze
compression, when in place, takes up the
slight looseness due to wear; and in addition,
by a sturdy fore-end catch which prevents
accidental displacement.

“The standard 12-gauge gun has 30-inch
barrels, lefe full choke, right barrel modi-
fied, and weighs about 734 pounds. This is
the gun that will be furnished, unless other-
wise ordered. Other bore combinations can
be furnizhed, al=o barrel lengthz of 26 inches,
28 inches, and 32 inches. Interchangeable
barrels can be supplied. In all cases extra
barrels must be fitted at our factory.

“The stock is equipped with hard-rubber
butt plate. The length iz 14 inches to front
trigger; drop at heel, 234 inches: at comb.
1 9/16 inches. Stock and fore end are hand-
somely checked.

“Orders for guns lighter than standard can

not be accepted, except that guns with 26-
and 283-inch barrels will be about 4 and 2
ounces lighter, respectively, than the stand-
ard. Handmade stocks can be furnished to
practically any dimensions the customer de-
sires.

“The gun will be furnished in 12-gauge
only at present. Patents have been applied
for and are now pending to protect all the
new inventions embodied in this gun.”

The above description as given by the
Winchester company is pretty complete, and
not much need be added to it. The issue of
4 double gun by a great firearms company
like the Winchesters is of ilself an event.
It might mark a turning of the road, or some
might consider it a beating back. Such a
gun as this, except for the fine Winchester
material, has been in use for ffty years.
Certain improvements have been made, how-
ever, by the Winchesters, such as the locked
fore-end catch, the floating barrel check, the
method of releasing the top lever when the
barrels are removed, and the long frame,
with stream lines forward, I have not dis-
mounted the piece; but the action from out-
ward appearances seems to be the Anson and
Deelev, an old and favered action in England
and on the Continent. The top rib without
extension into the frame is the design com-
monly advocated in England for high-grade
guns.

The absence of an extension rib is what
will impress people more than anything else
about the gun. There iz a difference of
opinion in England regarding this system,
one set of experls stoutly maintaining that
no extension rib is required on a shotgun,
while other first-class gunmakers, like West-
ley Richards and Greener, are just as positive
that extension ribs bolted through are abso-
lutly essential to long and sound life. In any
event, the Winchester company has done
away at one sweep with all the inventions
that American gunmakers have made in
fifty wears. Whether or not the Winches-
ters are right, and all the other American
shotgun builders wrong, time will tell.

The Winchester double gun differs from
those made in Europe in one respect. The
frame is very long—longer than the frames
af any of our guns—while foreign-made guns
are usually shorter than ours in the frame.
The extra distance between joint and bolt
adds to bolting strength, and at the same
time should make the piece harder to cock.
However, thiz gun cocks very easily, the
weight of the barrels raising one hammer.
The only gun I know of which cocks more
easily is the Fox. The frame is solid at
the bottom, not hollowed out greatly to
contain the mechanism, and no doubt is a
very strong one, even aside from the splen-
did material of which it is made.

This gun should lend itself to the building
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